
PARISHES OF ST GABRIEL’S, BEXLEY and 
ST MARY MACKILLOP’S, ROCKDALE CITY 

(Looking after the Churches of St Gabriel’s, Bexley, St Joseph’s, Rockdale, and St Francis Xavier’s, Arncliffe) 
 

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A – 10 & 11 OCTOBER 2020 
 

Parish Priest – Fr Yacub Barkat                                                  Assistant Priest – Fr Frank Regala 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 13 Parker St, Rockdale 2216.   Phone: 9567 1558 

Parish website: www.mmrc.org.au Email: admin@mmrc.org.au  

Office Staff: Ms Fransiska Widjaja and Mrs Monica Chappell 

Office hours: Monday to Friday: 9am to 1pm (please phone before calling in.) 

Italian Chaplain: Fr Adriano Pittarello: 8068 1595 
 

SCHOOLS:   St Joseph’s Primary, Rockdale: 9599 2541.  Principal: Ms Carolyn Yeats 

St Francis Xavier’s Primary, Arncliffe: 9567 5389.  Principal: Mr Kevin Bryson 

St Gabriel’s Primary, Bexley: 9502 1932.  Principal: Ms Catherine Hodgins 
 

 ARNCLIFFE ROCKDALE BEXLEY 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Vigil  

Sunday Masses 
 

5.00pm Saturday 

9.00am 

6.30pm Saturday 

9.00am (Italian) 

10.30am 

6.00pm (Third Sunday only 

              in Filipino) 

------- 

9.00am 

5.00pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

9.00am Wednesday 

9.00am Friday 

7.00pm Tuesday (Devotions, 
             Exposition, Benediction         

             & Rosary from 5.30pm) 

9.00am Thursday 

9.00am Monday 

9.30am Thursday 

9.00am Saturday 

(Benediction at 8.45am) 

CONFESSIONS 
4.00 – 4.30pm  

2nd & 4th Saturday of the Month 

5.30 – 6.00pm 

1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month 
8.00 – 8.40am Saturday 

BAPTISMS 

10.00am 

1st Sunday of the month 

11.30am 

2nd Sunday of the month 

10.00am 

3rd Sunday of the month 

Please phone the Parish Office to make an enquiry or booking on 9567 1558 during office hours. 

WEDDINGS                     
Monday to Saturday by appointment. Currently weddings can have 100 people,  

but the 4 square metre rule and social distancing must be strictly observed. 

1st Reading: Is 25:6-10; 2nd Reading: Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Gospel: Mt 22:1-14 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM – Ps. 22 
I shall live in the house of the Lord  

all the days of my life. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd;  

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures  

where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me,  

to revive my drooping spirit. R/ 
 

He guides me along the right path;  

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness  

no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff;  

with these you give me comfort. R/ 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me  

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil;  

my cup is overflowing.  R/ 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell  

for ever and ever.  R/   
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten 

the eyes of our heart that we might see how great 

is the hope to which we are called. 

Alleluia! 
 

THIS CATHOLIC LIFE: ETHICAL ISSUES IN COVID 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will address some of the 

key ethical challenges posed by COVID19 from vaccines 

to support for the unemployed and restrictions on churches 

in a special podcast episode of This Catholic Life to be 

aired this coming Thursday 15 October. See this weblink:   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/category/podcasts/ 
 

NEW CONFESSION TIME AT ST JOSEPH’S 

The time for Confession/Reconciliation at St Joseph’s is 

now from 5.30pm to 6.00pm on the 1st and 3rd Saturday 

each month, prior to the 6.30pm Vigil Mass at 6.30pm. 
 

HEALING MASS 

A ‘Healing Mass’ will be celebrated in St Joseph’s Church, 

126 Liverpool Rd, Enfield on Friday, 6th November 

commencing at 7.00pm with The Rosary and 

Reconciliation between 7-8pm, 7.30pm Prayer and Praise 

and 8.00pm Mass. The celebrant will be Fr Yacub Barkat. 

Enquiries: Rose 9642 2359 or 0412 115 961 or 

rosetwymansydney@gmail.com   

http://www.mmrc.org.au/
mailto:admin@mmrc.org.au
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/category/podcasts/
mailto:rosetwymansydney@gmail.com


RESTRICTIONS ON CHURCHES 

• Church attendance numbers are limited to a maximum 

of 100 people, providing there is a four-square metre 

space around each person, with the exception of people 

from the same household. Our three churches are 

limited for numbers attending and none can hold 100 

people under current conditions. If there are too many 

people attending then those coming late may be asked 

to attend elsewhere. 

• Parishioners are urged to wear face masks as a 

safeguard to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

Congregational singing, the sign of peace and passing 

of the collection plate continue to be suspended at this 

time. 

• When preparing to receive Holy Communion, 

parishioners are asked to go seat by seat to enable more 

distancing between others who are in the line. Please go 

from the nearest seat to the Priest or Acolyte but please 

wait until there is space to join the queue before 

standing up. 

• The dispensation from the Bishops from attending Mass 

is still ongoing. 

• ANYONE who enters the church must give their names 

and contact details before entering the church. These 

records will be kept for four weeks. 

• Only one door will be opened to enable accurate 

recording of those attending. 

• Hands must be sanitised when entering the church. 

• Parishioners must not mingle before, during or after 

Mass since social distancing rules cannot be easily 

observed. 

• Please do not come to the church if you are unwell, 

even with a simple cold. 

• If a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs in a parish, 

every person who has registered as an attendee of the 

parish will be notified of the diagnosis and the date and 

time the infected person attended the church. No other 

details will be provided. 

• The Parishes will comply with privacy requirements. 
 

WORLD MISSION DAY 

World Mission Day, or Mission Sunday is next Sunday 18th 

October and reminds Catholics about their commitment 

and support for the missionary work of the Church through 

prayer and sacrifice. On Pentecost Sunday, May 31, Pope 

Francis released his message for this year’s celebration and 

said that the Covid-19 pandemic is an opportunity for 

mission and service to others. While the present 

circumstances are a challenge for parishes, your support for 

the needs of the missionary churches would be very much 

appreciated. 
 

Our parishes will be holding the annual Catholic 

Mission Appeal on Saturday, 31st October and Sunday, 

1st November with a guest speaker at some of our 

parish Masses that weekend. 
 

GOT YOUR WEDDING PLANS UNDER CONTROL? 

How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter 

provides you with deeper insights into each other and into 

married life.  We give you a chance to spend time together 

to strengthen and enrich your relationship.  Choose any of 

the coming weekends: Nov 7-8, Feb 20-21. For further 

information visit:  www.engagedencounter.org.au.   
 

 

PRAYER FOR AUSTRALIA 

Lord, you place deep in our hearts the love of Mary Help of 

Christians. Through her prayers, grant wisdom to our 

leaders and integrity to our citizens. Under her protection 

may Australia be granted harmony, justice, and peace.  

We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 
 

MARY MACKILLOP’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY  

OF CANONISATION 

To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the canonisation of 

Saint Mary MacKillop the Sisters of St Joseph invite you to 

order your free copy of Encountering St Mary MacKillop 

in Prayer. The Sisters have created a commemorative 

prayer booklet to inspire us all to "take fresh courage..." as 

Mary did so often. These prayers share details of her 

personal journey, highlighting Mary's values and spirit, and 

offering prayers and blessings for our modern world. To 

order your exclusive copy please phone us on 8912 2777 or 

go to: www.marymackilloptoday.org.au/prayer-book  
 

Using the free prayer booklet titled 'Encountering St Mary 

MacKillop in Prayer' you are invited to join in ten days of 

prayer in preparation for the anniversary of St Mary of the 

Cross’s canonisation. This prayer booklet also includes 

instructions and script for Courage Hour. 
 

Coming soon: 

Encountering St Mary MacKillop Prayer Booklet (in 

Spanish, Vietnamese and Italian) 

Courage Hour (in Spanish and Italian) 
 

E-PETITION TO PROCLAIM MODERN SLAVERY 

ACT 2018 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is encouraging people to 

sign an e-Petition calling on the Premier and the NSW 

Government to take immediate steps to proclaim the state’s 

Modern Slavery Act 2018. 
  

Despite this law having passed parliament over two years 

ago, it still has not been brought into law, thanks to stalling 

tactics which have failed some of our state’s most 

vulnerable citizens. This is a link to the petition 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/la/pages/epetitions-

list.aspx. The closing date for signing the e-Petition has 

been extended to 3 November 2020. 
  

Over 8000 people have so far signed the petition and with 

the securing of 20,000 or more e-signatures, a debate on the 

subject of the e-Petition will be activated in the Legislative 

Assembly. 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISHES 

We have a number of parishioners who are suffering from 

cancer and other serious illnesses, so we ask that you 

please keep them all in your prayers. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Joan & Darcy Kearney, Rita Caforio, 

Rita Barbaresco, Rosa Garcia, Margaret Robertson, 

Michael Caruana, Charles & Mary Caruana, Iris Telford, 

Robert Bird and Norma Petronio.   
 

We especially remember those for whom Masses 

have been requested, those in our Memorial Books 

and all our deceased relatives, friends, parishioners, 

and benefactors. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

ST MARY MACKILLOP’S QUOTE 
Pray ….. with great and humble faith.” 2.6.1890 

http://www.engagedencounter.org.au/
http://www.marymackilloptoday.org.au/prayer-book
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/la/pages/epetitions-list.aspx
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/la/pages/epetitions-list.aspx

