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1.   Keeping Up To Date 
Check our website each week at:  https://www.mmrc.org.au 
Look under these headings: 
 

§ News Update  
§ Support Your Parish 
§ Parish Bulletins 

 

2.   From Fr Yacub 
 Our Lady of Fatima 
Following on from Good Shepherd Sunday last week I note that Wednesday May 13th will be 
the anniversary of the first of six apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary to the three children tending sheep in 
central Portugal in 1917.   
 
The children were Lucia dos Santos (9yrs) and her 
cousins Francisco (8yrs) and Jacinta Marto (6yrs).  
103 years later, in a world that has been rocked by 
COVID-19, you will be interested to know that 
Francisco and Jacinta died as children as a result of 
the influenza pandemic of 1918–19.  
 
Our Lady asked the children to pray the Rosary for 
world peace at a time when World War One was still 
a year away from the signing of the armistice on 11th 
November, 1918.  It was a world that desperately 
needed peace and for God to have sent his Mother 
with this message tells us that He had grave 
concerns.  Therefore, we must continue to pray the 
Rosary for peace in our troubled world. 

 

https://www.mmrc.org.au/
https://www.britannica.com/event/influenza-pandemic-of-1918-1919
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 5th Sunday of Easter 
St John’s Gospel this Sunday brings us good news and delivers a fundamental message to us 
from Jesus:  
 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, you know my Father too. 

 
And further: 
 

You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me … 

 
Jesus was giving a clear message to the Apostles knowing that this message would be 
passed on, across the ages, to all those who believe.  As you read these words and hear the 
Gospel when you ‘attend’ Mass in the virtual world, take the time to contemplate this 
important message from God.  
 
 COVID-19 - Prayers 
Each day as I offer Mass, I pray for the good health and welfare of all of God’s people on this 
earth.  I particularly ask each of you to join me in praying to God, our Father, for the speedy 
development of a vaccine.  I continue to offer heartfelt prayers for the health of 
parishioners in our twinned parishes and all Australians, especially the front-line workers. 
 
 Mass Offerings 
If you would like me to offer Holy Mass during this time you can use an envelope that you 
have at home, fill in the details as set out below and include your donation.  You can either: 
 

1. drop the envelope in to the Parish Office (please call 9567-1588 first to see if the 
Office is open) 
OR  

2. put the envelope under the Presbytery front door – please do not ring the doorbell.  
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3.   An Act of Spiritual Communion 

While we are unable to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist the following is a simple and 
loving act of Spiritual Communion: 

 

Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things and desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, please come spiritually  
 into my heart. 
I embrace you now as if you were already there and I unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.    Amen 

Source: Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference  

 

4.   Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary During the Pandemic 
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.  We entrust 
ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your 
faith firm.  You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need, and we are sure you 
will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this 
time of trial.  
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told 
by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows 
to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection.  Under your protection, we seek 
refuge, Holy Mother of God.  Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver 
us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.     Amen. 
 

5.    News  Update  Contr ibut ions  
Suggestions for inclusion in News Update are welcome from parishioners.  Send your 
suggested item to: admin@mmrc.org.au.  Please put News Update in the Subject line.  As 
the newsletter is compiled each Wednesday, submissions should be emailed by Tuesday.  
Thank you. 
 
News Update will continue until our three churches are re-opened and life starts going back 
to normal.  
 
                                  

 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 

(John 14:1) 
 
 
 
 

May God bless you, protect you, and keep you safe. 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support of our twinned Parishes.  
 

Fr Yacub Barkat PP 

mailto:admin@mmrc.org.au

