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COVID–19  CORONAVIRUS UPDATE  

1 April 2020 
 

 

There are five sections to this document: 

 

1. Archdiocese of Sydney & Federal Government COVID-19 Directions 

2. Keeping Up To Date 

3. How You Can Worship Online 

4. Prayer from the Archbishop of Sydney 

5.5.5.5. Fr Yacub’s UpdateFr Yacub’s UpdateFr Yacub’s UpdateFr Yacub’s Update    

 

1. ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY – COVID-19 DIRECTIONS 

A copy of the letter of 23
rd

 March, 2020 with respect to the Celebration of Mass and other 

Liturgies can be seen at:  https://www.sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/Pastoral-Letter-COVID19-230320.pdf 

 

Key points in the letter include: 

 

Masses and Other Communal Devotions 

All public Masses and other communal devotions, whether inside churches or outdoors, are 

suspended in the Archdiocese from Sydney from 12noon on 23
rd

 March, 2020 until further 

notice. 

 

Baptisms 

Baptisms should be postponed for at least six months … If there is a risk of death, the child 

should be baptised by a priest or, if not available, by a lay person. 

 

WEDDINGS & FUNERALS - FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DIRECTIONS  

Weddings 

Weddings can be conducted with no more than five (5) people, including the 

couple, the celebrant and the witnesses.  The 4 square metre rule and social 

distancing must be observed. 

 

Funerals 

Funerals must be limited to no more than 10 (ten) people.  The 4 square metre 

rule and social distancing must be observed. 

 

(Source:  https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-

ncov-health-alert/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others-from-coronavirus-covid-

19/limits-on-public-gatherings-for-coronavirus-covid-19) 
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2. KEEPING UP TO DATE 

Don’t forget to check our website https://www.mmrc.org.au 

Look under these headings: 

 

§ MASS TIMES  https://www.mmrc.org.au/mass-times  

§ BULLETINS – Parish Bulletins  https://www.mmrc.org.au/parish-news  

§ COVID-19 https://www.mmrc.org.au/covid-19-update 

 

3. HOW YOU CAN WORSHIP ONLINE 

St Mary’s Cathedral live streaming masses – for information on the many live streamed 

masses across the Archdiocese go to: https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/  

 

Sunday Mass Live-Streamed at 10am from the Catholic Diocese of Bathurst 

https://www.bathurst.catholic.org.au/   Scroll down to this notice: 

 

 
 

Spiritual Communion Service:  https://www.bathurst.catholic.org.au/     Scroll down to this 

notice: 

 
 
Daily Mass on Demand   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-hcHFJD_HVaQ 

 

Live webcast of Sunday Mass -- St Stephen's Cathedral, Brisbane 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 

 

Readings of the day -- Universalis.Com  https://universalis.com/1100/mass.htm 

 

4. PRAYER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY  

Commending you to Our Lord and Our Lady  

I continue to entrust you, our Archdiocese and our nation to the intercession of Our Lady, 

Help of Christians, of Lourdes, and of Good Health.  

 

Let us pray:  O God, healer of all our ills, to whom we turn in this time of distress, grant we 

pray, in the power of faith, eternal rest to the dead and comfort to those who mourn, health 

to the sick and peace to the dying, strength to medical workers, wisdom to our leaders and 

a spirit of kindness to us all.   

 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 23
rd

 March, 2020 
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5. Fr YFr YFr YFr Yacub’s Updateacub’s Updateacub’s Updateacub’s Update 

Saturday 4
th

 April is the feast of St Isidore of Seville, patron saint of the Internet, computer 

users, computer technicians, programmers and 

students.   

 

St Isidore is traditionally pictured with a book, the 

precursor of the Internet, in his hand.  How very 

appropriate at a time when we rely on the Internet 

to keep ourselves abreast of COVID-19 developments 

and to keep in touch with our families and friends.  

 

St Isidore wrote what was basically the first 

encyclopaedia and is usually associated with large 

stores of knowledge and data.  This is why he’s been 

given patronage over students generally and 

anything dealing with computers and the Internet. 

 
St Isidore ca. 560 to 4

th
 April 636. 

 

I urge every member of our parish communities to continue to follow State and Federal 

Government directions in relation to COVID-19.  Do not put yourself in a position where you 

look back and bitterly regret not following the directions.   

 

Sunday 5
th

 April is Psalm Sunday.  See the online Parish Bulletin (as detailed in Section 2 of 

this document) for the complete readings.  As we reflect on the Passion of our Lord Jesus 

Christ may we display the same bravery, calmness, courage and positive attitude as He did 

when starting out on what He knew would be the most arduous journey of His earthly life.  

Jesus was fully aware that the happy welcome of Palm Sunday would rapidly turn into his 

Passion and death.   

 

Christ knows intimately what it is like to suffer and, therefore, has infinite compassion for all 

of us in our suffering.  As we face our own journey through the COVID-19 pandemic now is 

the time to offer prayer to our merciful God and to know that His care and compassion for 

each and every one of us is infinite. 

 

As the impact of COVID-19 deepens our prayers are more critical than ever.  Each day I offer 

Mass alone and I continue to pray for the welfare and good health of all of God’s people on 

this earth.  I offer heartfelt prayers for the parishioners of our twinned parishes and all 

Australians. 

 

If you want me to offer Holy Mass during this time you can use an envelope that you have at 

home, fill in the details as set out below and include your donation.  You can either: 

 

1. drop the envelope in to the Parish Office (please call 9567-1588 first to see if 

the Office is open) 

OR  
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2. put the envelope under the Presbytery front door – please do not ring the 

door bell.  

 

 
 

 

 

May God Bless and keep you in these trying times.   
 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support of our twinned 
Parishes. 
 

Fr Yacub Barkat PP 
1st April, 2020  


