
PARISHES OF ST GABRIEL’S, BEXLEY and 
ST MARY MACKILLOP’S, ROCKDALE CITY 

(Looking after the Churches of St Gabriel’s, Bexley, St Joseph’s, Rockdale, and St Francis Xavier’s, Arncliffe) 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – YEAR A – 11 & 12 APRIL 2020 
 

Parish Priest – Fr Yacub Barkat                                                  Assistant Priest – Fr Frank Regala 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 13 Parker St, Rockdale 2216.   Phone: 9567 1558 

Parish website: www.mmrc.org.au Email: admin@mmrc.org.au  

Office Staff: Ms Fransiska Widjaja and Mrs Monica Chappell 

Office hours: Monday to Friday: 9am to 1pm (May change – please ring before calling in.) 

Italian Chaplain: Fr Adriano Pittarello: 8068 1595 
 

SCHOOLS:   St Francis Xavier’s Primary, Arncliffe: 9567 5389.  Principal: Mr Kevin Bryson 

St Joseph’s Primary, Rockdale: 9599 2541.  Principal: Ms Carolyn Yeats 

St Gabriel’s Primary, Bexley: 9502 1932.  Principal: Ms Catherine Hodgins 
 

WEEKEND  

         & 

WEEKDAY  

MASSES 

 

All public Masses and other communal devotions are cancelled until 

further notice.   (Archdiocese of Sydney Directive 23 March 2020) 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms should be postponed for at least six months … If there is a risk of death, the child 

should be baptised by a priest or, if not available, by a lay person.  

WEDDINGS 

Monday to Saturday by appointment.  Currently weddings can only be conducted with no 

more than five (5) people, including the couple, the celebrant and the witnesses.   

The 4 square metre rule and social distancing must be observed.  

FUNERALS 
Currently funerals must be limited to no more than 10 (ten) people.   

The 4 square metre rule and social distancing must be observed.  

CONFESSIONS If urgent, please call the Parish Office. 

1st Reading: Acts 10:34.37-43; 2nd Reading: Col 3:1-4; Gospel: Jn 20:1-9 (Sunday Morning Mass) 
 

 

FIRST READING - ACTS 10:34,37-43 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘You must 

have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about 

Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John 

had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with 

the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with 

him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who had 

fallen into the power of the devil. Now I, and those with 

me, can witness to everything he did throughout the 

countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to 

the fact that they killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet 

three days afterwards God raised him to life and allowed 

him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by certain 

witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we are those 

witnesses – we have eaten and drunk with him after his 

resurrection from the dead – and he has ordered us to 

proclaim this to his people and to tell them that God has 

appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him 

that all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe 

in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his name.’ 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM – 117:1-2,16-17,22-23 
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be 

glad 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,  

for his love has no end.   

Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.  R/ 
 

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;  

his right hand raised me up.  

I shall not die, I shall live and recount his deeds.  R/ 
 

The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the corner stone.  

This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.  R/ 
 

SECOND READING - COL 3:1-4 
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, 

you must look for the things that are in heaven, where 

Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be 

on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the earth, 

because you have died, and now the life you have is hidden 

with Christ in God. But when Christ is revealed – and he is 

your life – you too will be revealed in all your glory with 

him. 
 

SEQUENCE - VICTIMAE PASCHALI LAUDES 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and praise. 

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 

and Christ, the undefiled,  

hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 

Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! 

Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 

Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way. 

The tomb the Living did enclose;  

I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 

The angels there attesting;  

shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
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Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into Galilee. 

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know. 

Victorious king, thy mercy show! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ, our passover, has been sacrificed: 

let us celebrate the feast then, in the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL - JOHN 20:1-9  
It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, 

when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the 

stone had been moved away from the tomb and came 

running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus 

loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she said 

‘and we don’t know where they have put him.’ 
 

So, Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. 

They ran together, but the other disciple, running faster 

than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw 

the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in. 

Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right 

into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and also 

the cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the 

linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 

disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he 

saw and he believed. Till this moment they had failed to 

understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. 
 

HAPPY EASTER 

On behalf of myself, Fr Frank, Fr Peter Maher, Fr Adriano 

and Sister Marie rsj, I wish you and all your families a very 

happy and holy Easter. Wishing every blessing of the Risen 

Lord upon you and your families. Fr Yacub. 
 

FR YACUB’S PHONE-A-PRAYER MINISTRY 

Pope Francis has suggested that parishioners might like to 

pray with their parish priest over the phone, as this is not 

possible in person. If you would like to pray with Fr 

Yacub, you are invited to phone him on 0426 715 463 and 

pray a short prayer with him. This can not be done in 

person, but Fr Yacub will welcome a phone call from you. 
 

EASTER OFFERINGS AND PLANNED GIVING 

Please don’t forget that Easter Offerings are still a vital 

income for the church. The money from the Easter 

Offerings is remitted to a central fund caring for the needs 

of priests and deacons of the Archdiocese who still need to 

be supported amid this crisis. Our ongoing prayerful and 

practical support of the clergy in the Archdiocese is very 

much appreciated.  

Also, your weekly Planned Giving envelopes are also 

vital for the ongoing support of our own parishes and even 

though we cannot attend Mass each week it is essential that 

parish financial support is still being given. These can all 

be dropped into the Parish Office but please phone first to 

ensure someone is here. 
 

CHANNEL 7 EASTER MASS AT ST MARY’S  

We are very pleased to advise that Channel 7 will broadcast 
Easter Sunday Mass live at 10:30am from St Mary’s 

Cathedral. This is a wonderful opportunity for people 

across all ages and no matter where they live to participate 

in the Mass at the holiest time in our Church year.  

 
 

PRAYER IN TIME OF DROUGHT 

O God, Lord of all creation, by whose power the whole 

earth came to be, look upon our parched land, we pray, and 

bestow upon it abundant rain, that pastures, fields and 

paddocks may by your goodness thrive once more. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
 

GUARDIAN FUNERALS 

Once again I wish to thank Guardian Funerals at Rockdale 

for their ongoing generosity in donating Paschal Candles 

for each of our three churches every Easter for many years 

now. If you need any assistance with funerals or have any 

questions, they are located at 374 Princes Highway, (cnr. 

Bestic St) Rockdale and may be contacted on 9567 6066. 
 

COVID-19  CORONAVIRUS 

For further, detailed information go to the parish 

website: www.mmrc.org.au    

Look under these headings:      

COVID-19 Updates 

Support Your Parish 

Parish Bulletins  
 

HAPPY EASTER FROM CARITAS AUSTRALIA! 

Thank you for supporting us this year as we demonstrate 

how love for our neighbours can transform lives. You are 

helping to empower our most vulnerable neighbours 

worldwide to build a better future for their families and 

communities.  

Please return your Project Compassion envelopes and 

boxes to the Parish Office as soon as possible.  

Please phone before coming to the office as it will not be 

open every day. If you wish to receive a tax deduction, you 

must complete details (name, address, contact number) on 

the slip provided. If you would prefer to make a direct 

donation to Caritas via their website, please go to:  

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 

413 if you have any further enquiries. 
 

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY ONLINE 

The Catholic Weekly has temporarily transitioned to a 

digital presence only due to the government’s decision to 

close all Churches during the COVID-19 pandemic. While 

it has brought challenges, they have adapted and are 

continuing to produce the paper in a digital form making it 

available to everyone online: www.catholicweekly.com.au 

What is a digital edition? It is the current paper delivered 

on our website and which is formatted identically to the 

print edition and reads just like a regular paper. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Martin Michael, Sheelagh Mooney, 

Tess Dinan, Gregory Alderson, Gordon Stride, Stephen 

Mesar, Joyce McDonnell, Tara Blaxland-Walker and 

Franciscus Seerden.  
   

We especially remember those for whom Masses have 

been requested, those in our Memorial Books and all 

our deceased relatives, friends, parishioners and 

benefactors. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 ST MARY MACKILLOP’S QUOTE 
“Bear with and help one another.” 8.9.1881 
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