
PARISHES OF ST GABRIEL’S, BEXLEY and 
ST MARY MACKILLOP’S, ROCKDALE CITY 

(Looking after the Churches of St Gabriel’s, Bexley, St Joseph’s, Rockdale, and St Francis Xavier’s, Arncliffe) 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR A – 9 & 10 MAY 2020 
 

Parish Priest – Fr Yacub Barkat                                                  Assistant Priest – Fr Frank Regala 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 13 Parker St, Rockdale 2216.   Phone: 9567 1558 

Parish website: www.mmrc.org.au Email: admin@mmrc.org.au  

Office Staff: Ms Fransiska Widjaja and Mrs Monica Chappell 

Office hours: Monday to Friday: 9am to 1pm (May change – please ring before calling in.) 

Italian Chaplain: Fr Adriano Pittarello: 8068 1595 
 

SCHOOLS:   St Francis Xavier’s Primary, Arncliffe: 9567 5389.  Principal: Mr Kevin Bryson 

St Joseph’s Primary, Rockdale: 9599 2541.  Principal: Ms Carolyn Yeats 

St Gabriel’s Primary, Bexley: 9502 1932.  Principal: Ms Catherine Hodgins 
 

WEEKEND  

         & 

WEEKDAY  

MASSES 

 

All public Masses and other communal devotions are cancelled until 

further notice.   (Archdiocese of Sydney Directive 23 March 2020) 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms should be postponed for at least six months … If there is a risk of death, the child 

should be baptised by a priest or, if not available, by a lay person.  

WEDDINGS 

Monday to Saturday by appointment.  Currently weddings can only be conducted with no 

more than five (5) people, including the couple, the celebrant and the witnesses.   

The 4 square metre rule and social distancing must be observed.  

FUNERALS 
Currently funerals must be limited to no more than 10 (ten) people.   

The 4 square metre rule and social distancing must be observed.  

CONFESSIONS If urgent, please call the Parish Office. 

1st Reading: Acts 6:1-7; 2nd Reading: 1 Pet 2:4-9; Gospel: Jn 14:1-12 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 
Lord, let your mercy be on us,  

as we place our trust in you. 
 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;  

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,  

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.  R/ 
 

For the word of the Lord is faithful  

and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right  

and fills the earth with his love.  R/ 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him,  

on those who hope in his love,  

to rescue their souls from death,  

to keep them alive in famine. R/ 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord;  

no one comes to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia! 
 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Josephine Na and Harbie De Leon who 

were married on Friday at St Francis Xavier’s.  

May God’s blessings be upon them both for a lifetime 

of love and happiness. 

HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY 

A very Happy Mother’s Day is extended to all 

the mothers, grandmothers, guardians and 

mother-like figures (such as aunts, sisters and 

caring friends) of our parish. This day affords us 

all the opportunity to reflect and give thanks for 

those women who are mother-like to us. Please 

give your mother a call if you can not visit with her today.  

Let us each offer a prayer to our Mother Mary, the Mother 

of us all. 
 

FR YACUB’S PHONE-A-PRAYER MINISTRY 

Pope Francis has suggested that parishioners might like 

to pray with their parish priest over the phone, as this is 

not possible in person. If you would like to pray with Fr 

Yacub, you are invited to phone him on 0426 715 463 

and pray a short prayer with him. This can not be done 

in person, but Fr Yacub will welcome a phone call from 

you. 

 

KEEPING UP TO DATE 
For more news, go to our website: 

www.mmrc.org.au    

Look under these headings:      

Parish Bulletins  

News Updates 

Support Your Parish 

http://www.mmrc.org.au/
mailto:admin@mmrc.org.au
http://www.mmrc.org.au/


PLANNED GIVING 

The Parish would like to thank those of you maintaining 

your Planned Giving commitment in this difficult time. 

Envelopes can be dropped into the Parish Office (please 

phone first) or under the Presbytery front door (please DO 

NOT ring the doorbell). If your financial situation is such 

that you are unable to give to Planned Giving until 

everything settles down, we understand that completely 

PLEASE CONSIDER ASSISTING OUR PARISH BY 

ON-LINE PLANNED GIVING. If you read the link here 

there are various methods of giving, depending on whether 

you are from St Mary MacKillop or St Gabriel’s parishes. 

https://b0955b39-8e7b-4f5d-9557-

57886c1a2b2f.filesusr.com/ugd/206f83_bae5e0afc78747bb

810bb14f043ced4a.pdf 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION DONATIONS 

Please return your Project Compassion envelopes and 

boxes to the Parish Office as soon as possible to enable us 

to forward the donations to Caritas. Please fill in your 

complete details (name, address, contact number) on the 

slip provided if you wish to receive a tax-deductible 

receipt at the end of the financial year.  

 

If you wish to make an online donation, please phone 

Caritas (toll free) 1800 024 413 or go to their website: 

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/online-donation 
 

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY ONLINE 

The Catholic Weekly has temporarily transitioned to a 

digital only presence due to the government’s decision to 

close all Churches during the COVID-19 pandemic. While 

it has brought challenges, they have adapted and are 

continuing to produce the Weekly paper in digital 

form, making it available to everyone online: 

www.catholicweekly.com.au What is a digital edition? It is 

the current paper delivered on their website. It is formatted 

identically to the print edition and reads just like a regular 

paper. There was also a special Easter magazine that was 

published a few weeks ago, and this is still available online. 

It is worth reading and includes lovely art works. 

 https://online.flippingbook.com/view/650730/ 
 

VIRTUAL PENTECOST PILGRIMAGE 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney is an official sponsor 

of this virtual free pilgrimage which began on Sunday 26 

April and will run for 6 weeks. 
 

The pilgrimage is aimed at helping Catholics nurture their 

faith in the lead up to Pentecost while public Masses are 

suspended during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Each Wednesday and Sunday, informative videos will be 

released for registered participants to engage online. Each 

set of videos will reflect on the Sunday readings of that 

week with a particular focus on the role of the Holy Spirit 

in our Church and the world. 
 

To register for this free online pilgrimage to Pentecost, 

simply go to www.pentecostpilgrimage.com and enter your 

details to receive a link to the videos as they are released 

over the next six weeks.  
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISHES 

Please keep Fr Peter Maher in your prayers as he recovers 

from recent surgery. We also ask that you keep those 

suffering from cancer and other illnesses in your prayers. 
 

 

PRAYER IN TIME OF DROUGHT 

O God, Lord of all creation, by whose power the whole 

earth came to be, look upon our parched land, we pray, and 

bestow upon it abundant rain, that pastures, fields and 

paddocks may by your goodness thrive once more. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
 

HOW YOU CAN WORSHIP ONLINE 

 Readings of the Day – Universalis. Go to: 

https://universalis.com/1100/mass.htm 

 Daily Mass on Demand at : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr-

hcHFJD_HVaQ  

Mass on Demand is broadcast every day from the 

Jesuit church of St Francis Xavier, Lavender Bay. 

 St Mary’s Cathedral live streaming masses at: 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/ 

 Catholic Diocese of Bathurst. Sunday 10am Mass is 

live streamed and also daily Mass at 12.30pm on the 

following link and scroll down to Online Mass 

Services: 

https://www.bathurst.catholic.org.au/?i=2037&connect

-home-daily-readings-resources-and-mass-online 
 

PERSONAL SUPPORT DURING COVID-19 

In these unprecedented times of social distancing we do not 

need to feel isolated and alone. As the outbreak of COVID-

19 impacts Australian communities, the focus is on 

protecting those who are vulnerable or at risk. Social 

distancing can create a sense of loneliness, particularly if 

we live by ourselves and are unable to get out for essential 

items. CatholicCare and the Parishes of the Sydney 

Archdiocese are here to support vulnerable people in our 

local communities during lockdown. We can connect local 

volunteers to people who need help with their shopping and 

errands or even just for a regular friendly chat over the 

phone. If you, or someone you know, could use a little help 

during this time, CCareline 13 18 19 can connect you with 

a local volunteer from your community. CCareline 13 18 

19 is a free and confidential helpline for counselling, 

relationships, parenting, ageing, disabilities, addictions and 

mental health. CCareline is here to help. Call 13 18 19 

Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm.  
 

PRAYER RESOURCES DURING TIME OF PANDEMIC 

The Archdiocese of Sydney has a dedicated webpage with 

prayers and scriptural reflections to help nurture your faith 

during these difficult times. You’ll find the webpage here- 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-

updates/prayer-resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Margaret Devi, John Drake and 

Pamela Burns. 

ANNIVERSARIES: Carmine Ara, Gaetana Vaccaro, 

Albert Cahill and Daniel Mungovan. 

We especially remember those for whom Masses 

have been requested, those in our Memorial Books 

and all our deceased relatives, friends, parishioners 

and benefactors. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

ST MARY MACKILLOP’S QUOTE 
“Care and perplexities form part of my life but I am 

learning to look upon them as I think God wish and so I 

am happy.” 20.06.1898 
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