
PARISHES OF ST GABRIEL’S, BEXLEY and 
ST MARY MACKILLOP’S, ROCKDALE CITY 

(Looking after the Churches of St Gabriel’s, Bexley, St Joseph’s, Rockdale, and St Francis Xavier’s, Arncliffe) 
 

5TH SUNDAY IN LENT – YEAR A – 28 & 29 MARCH 2020 
 

Parish Priest – Fr Yacub Barkat                                                  Assistant Priest – Fr Frank Regala 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 13 Parker St, Rockdale 2216.   Phone: 9567 1558 

Parish website: www.mmrc.org.au Email: admin@mmrc.org.au  

Office Staff: Ms Fransiska Widjaja and Mrs Monica Chappell 

Office hours: Monday to Friday: 9am to 1pm (May change – please ring before calling in.) 

Italian Chaplain: Fr Adriano Pittarello: 8068 1595 
 

SCHOOLS:   St Francis Xavier’s Primary, Arncliffe: 9567 5389.  Principal: Mr Kevin Bryson 

St Joseph’s Primary, Rockdale: 9599 2541.  Principal: Ms Carolyn Yeats 

St Gabriel’s Primary, Bexley: 9502 1932.  Principal: Ms Catherine Hodgins 
 

WEEKEND  

         & 

WEEKDAY  

MASSES 

 

All public Masses and other communal devotions are cancelled until 

further notice.   (Archdiocese of Sydney Directive 23 March 2020) 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms should be postponed for at least six months … If there is a risk of death, the child 

should be baptised by a priest or, if not available, by a lay person.  

WEDDINGS 

Monday to Saturday by appointment.  Currently weddings can only be conducted with no 

more than five (5) people, including the couple, the celebrant and the witnesses.   

The 4 square metre rule and social distancing must be observed.  

FUNERALS 
Currently funerals must be limited to no more than 10 (ten) people.   

The 4 square metre rule and social distancing must be observed.  

CONFESSIONS If urgent, please call the Parish Office. 

1st Reading: Ezek 37:12-14; 2nd Reading: Rom 8:8-11; Gospel: Jn 11:1-45 
 

FIRST READING  Ezekial 37: 12-14 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live 
 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I 

mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead 

you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am 

the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your 

graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and 

you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and 

you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it 

is the Lord who speaks. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 129 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption. 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,  

Lord, hear my voice! 

O let your ears be attentive  

to the voice of my pleading.  R/ 
 

If you, O Lord, should make our guilt, Lord,  

who would survive? 

But with you is found forgiveness:  

for this we revere you.  R/ 
 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word. 

My soul is longing for the Lord  

more than watchman for daybreak. 

(Let the watchman count on daybreak  

and Israel on the Lord.)  R/   

 

Because with the Lord there is mercy  

and fullness of redemption,  

Israel indeed he will redeem from all its iniquity.  R/ 
 

SECOND READING   Romans 8: 8-11 
The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living 

in you. 
 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can 

never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not 

in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of 

God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 

possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. 

Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if 

Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you 

have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised 

Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal 

bodies through his Spirit living in you 
 

 

GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;  
whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
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GOSPEL      John 11: 1-45 
I am the resurrection and the life 
 

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of 

Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was 

ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man 

Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped 

his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, 

‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, 

Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s 

glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 
 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he 

heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two 

more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 

Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the 

Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus 

replied: 

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? 

A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling 

because he has the light of this world to see by; 

but if he walks at night he stumbles, 

because there is no light to guide him.’ 
 

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, 

I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, 

if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase 

Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, but they 

thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it 

plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was 

not there because now you will believe. But let us go to 

him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the 

other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ 
 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb 

for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles 

from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and 

Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When 

Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. 

Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, 

‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but 

I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will 

grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise 

again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the 

resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 
 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he 

will live, and whoever lives and believes in me 

will never die.  Do you believe this?’ 
 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the 

Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’ 
 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister 

Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants 

to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to 

him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at 

the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who 

were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up 

so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 
 

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw 
herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and 

those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great 

distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, 

‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and 

see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he 

loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He 

opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have 

prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached 

the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. 

Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, 

‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus 

replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will 

see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then 

Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 
 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 

I knew indeed that you always hear me, 

but I speak for the sake of all these who stand 

round me, so that they may believe it was you who 

sent me.’ 
 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 

here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and 

hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. 

Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had 

seen what he did believed in him. 
 

PRAYER IN TIME OF DROUGHT 

O God, Lord of all creation, by whose power the whole 

earth came to be, look upon our parched land, we pray, and 

bestow upon it abundant rain, that pastures, fields and 

paddocks may by your goodness thrive once more. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

FR YACUB’S PHONE-A-PRAYER MINISTRY 

Pope Francis has suggested that parishioners might like to 

pray with their parish priest over the phone, as this is not 

possible in person. If you would like to pray with Fr 

Yacub, you are invited to phone him on 0426 715 463 and 

pray a short prayer with him. This can not be done in 

person but Fr Yacub will welcome a phone call from you. 
 

COVID-19  CORONAVIRUS 
For further, detailed information go to: 

www.mmrc.org.au  
 

Look under these headings:    

 BULLETINS – Parish Bulletins    

 COVID-19  

 MASS TIMES 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Gabrielle Haasnoot and 

Andres Rodriguez. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: Grace Di Matteo, Vittorio Lombardi, 

Anna Lampret, Maria D'Aversa, Leslie Chapman,  

Una Devine, Salvatore Livolsi, Mauro Di Benedetto and 

Aurora Benedet. 
 

We especially remember those for whom Masses have 

been requested, those in our Memorial Books and all 

our deceased relatives, friends, parishioners and 

benefactors. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

ST MARY MACKILLOP’S QUOTE 
“Let us be united in prayer and we shall be strong.” 
26.9.1884 
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